
Year 11 GCSE Information Evening



Aim of this evening

• Information and advice on revision

• Updated information around exams and non 
examined assessment in core and non core 
subjects.

• Core subject specific information around exams 
and revision support.





The Importance of Attendance

Our own GCSE results from 2026 demonstrate very clearly the relationship 
between attendance and achievement:

• Of pupils whose attendance was 95% or better , more than three quarters 
(77%) achieved at least five GCSE grades at A*–C.

• Where attendance was between 80% and 90% , this fell to 63% .
• Among pupils whose attendance fell below 80% , only 7% achieved five A*–C 

grades. 

Put another way, of the 27 pupils in our 2026 Year 11 cohort whose attendance 
was below 80%, only two achieved this benchmark. The impact of sustained 
absence on pupils’ eventual outcomes is therefore stark.



ACW Important Dates

Health and Social Care & Childcare
•Friday 11th December = NEA Task 2 Deadline
•Friday 12th March = NEA Task 1 Deadline
•Friday 28th May = Resits (Unit 1 exam)

Drama
•Unit 2: Performing from a Text 30% (Performance NEA). Examiner visit to the centre in 
Spring Term, date tbc
•Unit 3: Interpreting Theatre 20% (2 hr Digital Exam) Friday 14th May (PM)

Physical Education
•Final video evidence must be submitted by 9th October 2026. Video evidence is needed 
for off-site activities eg swimming
•Moderation March 2027, date tbc.
•Unit 1 Written Exam: Summer 2027



ACW Important Dates

Music
•Unit 1(32.5%) NEA: Deadline for recording both performances Feb 2027
•Unit 2 (32.5%) NEA: Deadline for Composition 1 November 2026 , Deadline for 
Composition 1 Evaluation January 2027, Deadline for Composition 2 March 2027
•Unit 3 (35%) 1 ½ hr Digital Exam Summer 2027:

ART
•Unit 1 Portfolio: (60%) NEA. Submission December 2026
•Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment (ESA)(40%) Spring Term, concluding in a 10 hour 
focused exam period on 23rd & 26th April 2027.

Food & Nutrition
•Unit 1: (40%) 1 ½ hr Digital Exam Summer 2027
•Unit 2: (20%) NEA submission end of March 2027
•Unit 3: (40%) Practical Exam Autumn Term 2, dates tbc



Tech and Voc Important Dates

Product Design
NEA deadline Unit 2 19/03/26

Engineering
All internal units to be completed by 16/04/26

Business
NEA deadline Unit 4 19/03/26

Business Enterprise
All internal units to be completed by 16/04/26

Digital Technology
NEA deadline Unit 2 19/03/26



CEB Important Dates
Welsh - Year 11 pupils will complete Unit 1: Speaking and Listening in November, 
followed by Unit 2: Speaking and Listening after Christmas. Each assessment is worth 
25% of the final GCSE.

Geography assessments:
Unit 2: Developing Fieldwork Skills is based on the geographical fieldwork pupils have 
undertaken and is worth 25% of the final GCSE. To be completed in October 2026
Unit 4: Sustainable Solutions is a decision-making assessment in which pupils investigate 

and evaluate a sustainability issue and is worth 15%. To be completed in April 
2027. Together, these assessments account for 40% of the overall GCSE qualification. 

History assessments:
Year 11 pupils are completing the legacy WJEC GCSE History qualification
Will complete a written examinations: Unit 1 – Wales and the wider perspective 
(25%), 
Pupils are currently working on the Unit 4 – Non-Examination Assessment (NEA), 
worth 20% of the final qualification. 

Digital Technology
NEA deadline Unit 2 19/03/26



CEB Important Dates

RE
In Year 11, pupils will complete Unit 3 – Roles, Rights and Responsibilities, a written 
examination worth 30% in the summer of 20027, and Unit 4 – Religion and Human 
Rights, an NEA worth 20% to be completed after Christmas. Together, the two 
examinations account for 60% of the GCSE and the two NEAs account for 40%.



The Importance of 
Structured Revision
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Hawarden High School

Your brain is designed to forget

Without revisiting learning, recall fades quickly — especially when you only read or highlight.

H
o

w
 m

u
ch

 y
o

u
 r

em
em

b
er

Time after learning →

The forgetting curve
One long revision session feels productive…
but much of it can disappear before the 
exam.

THE FIX

Retrieve it. Space it. Repeat it.

Revision is not about how long you look at your notes — it is 
about how often you successfully pull knowledge back out 
of your memory.
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Hawarden High School

Beat the forgetting curve with spaced retrieval

Each successful recall strengthens the memory and slows down forgetting.

1

Learn
→

2

1 day later
→

3

3–7 days later
→

4

2–3 weeks later

At every revisit: CLOSE the book first.

1 Brain dump Write everything you can remember. 2 Test yourself Flashcards, quiz questions, past-paper questions.

3 Check + correct Use notes/mark schemes only after trying. 4 Revisit later Come back after a gap — not five times tonight.
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Hawarden High School

A revision routine that actually works

Short, focused and repeated beats cramming. Build revision around retrieval, not rereading.

01

Pick ONE small topic

“River landforms” is better than 
“Geography”. Make the target specific.

02

20–30 mins: retrieve

Quiz yourself, brain dump, flashcards 
or exam questions — from memory 
first.

03

5 mins: fix gaps

Check answers. Correct mistakes. Turn 
weak points into questions for next 
time.

Then schedule the next retrieval

TODAY +1 DAY +3 DAYS +1 WEEK +2–3 WEEKS

RULE OF THUMB:  If it feels a little difficult to remember, that is often when your revision is doing useful work.
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Further information

Revision support for students

https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-
advice/

Revision support for parents

https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-
advice-for-parents/

https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice/
https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice/
https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice-for-parents/
https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice-for-parents/


Core Subject Information



GCSE English Language & 
Literature (2025 – 2027)

Mr D Oakey

Curriculum Leader – Communications

d.oakey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.uk 

mailto:d.oakey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.uk


GCSE English Language & Literature



Single vs Double
• WJEC offer both a single and double award

• Both qualifications are two year qualifications

• WJEC specify that the double award is the most appropriate course for the 
vast majority of students

• Common units - 1, 2, 3 and 4

• Programme of study was the same for all students in Year 10

• As it stands, all students are completing the same programme of study and 
working towards achieving the Double Award

• A small cohort of students may be placed on the Single Award as a 
supportive measure - bespoke plan in conjunction with parents, managed 
by the class teacher





Success

• Nearly 70% of students achieved A*-C in the Unit 1 
exam

• With some resits, we are hoping that even more 
students can improve their grade for this unit



WJEC's Response

• Most of the changes impact Year 10s starting 
in September 2026

• Changes that affect current Year 11s are more 
to do with the technical aspects of the 
qualification, such as rules around NEAs

• TLDR: we are continuing much as planned



Key Messages

• Unit 1 grade does not equal final grade – it is only 
15% of the qualification

• The grade does not matter – the UMS is what counts

• NEA Grade Boundaries – these were much higher 
than we originally anticipated

• Missed NEAs are the biggest factor currently 
inhibiting attainment



Lessons Learned from 25/26

• Attendance is crucial – lost learning and missed NEAs 
create a backlog of work that is hard to catch up on

• Technical Accuracy – WJEC were extremely harsh when 
awarding marks for spelling and grammar

• Subject Terminology – questions requiring technical 
knowledge caused nation-wide issues

• NEA Grade Boundaries – WJEC's grade boundaries 
were much higher than we anticipated



Course Coverage

• In Year 10, most students completed 35% of the 
course (Unit 1, Unit 2 and Unit 3)

• In Year 11, students will complete the remaining 65% 
of the course (Unit 4, Unit 5 and Unit 6)

This year, students will complete two NEAs and two 
exams (plus any resits)



Key Dates – NEAs and Exams
Assessment Preparation Assessment

Unit 5 (Paired Discussion – 10%) w.b. 9th November 2026 w.b. 16th November 2026

Unit 5 (Essay – 10%) w.b. 25th January 2027 w.b. 1st February 2027

Unit 4 (Exam – 20%) 12th May 2027

Unit 6 (Exam – 25%) 8th June 2027



Resources
WJEC Blended 
Learning:

• Knowledge 
Organisers

• Interactive 
lessons 

English Language 
and Literature -
Educational 
Resources - WJEC

https://filter.resources.wjec.co.uk/en/s/English Language and Literature?qualification=mfwGcse
https://filter.resources.wjec.co.uk/en/s/English Language and Literature?qualification=mfwGcse
https://filter.resources.wjec.co.uk/en/s/English Language and Literature?qualification=mfwGcse
https://filter.resources.wjec.co.uk/en/s/English Language and Literature?qualification=mfwGcse


Resources



How can I help?
1. Encourage revision – resources are limited, so encourage creation 

of flash cards, mind-maps etc.
2. Wide-ranging reading – novels, non-fiction, graphic novels, 

articles, news etc.
3. Watching – films, news (current events), documentaries etc.
4. Listening – podcasts, radio, news etc.
5. Active discussions - ask questions, challenge opinions
6. Encourage research – well-informed opinions
7. Supporting attendance and having an awareness of missing 

assessments



Year 11 GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy

Double Award  

Presentation

Mr A Jeffrey

Curriculum Leader for Mathematics



Each qualification has 2 tiers of entry.

New GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy
Double Award

Higher Tier
A*
A
B
C
D
U

Foundation Tier
C
D
E
F
G
U



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy

• Most pupils have sat Unit 1

• Some have chosen to resit this exam

• Others are happy with their grade and 
will not be resitting



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy

• All pupils have been entered for this 
exam in November

• More predictable

• Should be easier for pupils to navigate

• Calculator allowed



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy

• All pupils will be entered for this unit 
in the summer

• More predictable

• Should be easier for pupils to navigate

• Non-calculator



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 1



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 2



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 3



Current Plan for Entry
Year Unit Percentage of Qualification Calculator Dates for Exam

11 1 30 Yes
RESIT ONLY

3rd November 2026

11 3 40 Yes 11th November 2026

11 2 30 No Summer 2027

GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy 



Login example:
20DRiffin@hawarden

Website:
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk

Login password:
20DRiffin@hawarden

IF NONE OF THESE WORK

PLEASE EMAIL ME 

andrew.Jeffrey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.uk

GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy 



Mathematics GCSE

https://www.mathsdiy.com

https://www.mathsdiy.com/


Sciences Faculty
Hawarden High School

Head of faculty – Mr Anderson

Year 11 



Triple award 
GCSE Biology, GCSE 

Chemistry, GCSE Physics

GCSE Double award 
science 

GCSE Double 
award Applied 

science 

Classes 11A1, 11A2 11B1, 11B2, 11B3, 
11B4

11C1, 11C2 

Exams sat in 
2025

Unit 1
Bio

Unit 1
Chem

Unit 1
Phys

Unit 1
Bio

Unit 2
Chem

Unit 3 
Phys

Unit 1 Unit 2

Percentage 
completed

45% 45% 45% 45% 45%

Qualifications in Science – Completed already

Summer 2026



Triple award 
GCSE Biology, GCSE 

Chemistry, GCSE Physics

GCSE Double award 
science 

GCSE Double 
award Applied 

science 

Classes 11A1, 11A2 11B1, 11B2, 11B3, 
11B4

11C1, 11C2 

Summer Exams 
2026

Unit 2
Bio

Unit 2
Chem

Unit 2
Phys

Unit 4
Bio

Unit 5
Chem

Unit 6 
Phys

Unit 3

Percentage 
completed

45% 45% 45% 45% 25%

Qualifications in Science – Still to complete

Summer 2026



Triple award 
GCSE Biology, GCSE 

Chemistry, GCSE 
Physics

GCSE Double award 
science 

GCSE Double award 
Applied science 

Classes 11A1, 11A2, 11A3 11B1, 11B2, 11B3, 11B4 11C1, 11C2 

Practical 
Exam

Unit 3
Bio

Unit 3
Chem

Unit 3
Phys

Unit 7 Unit 4 – 
Task 

Based

Unit 5 - 
Practical

% 10% 10% 10% 10% 20% 10%

Qualifications in Science – NEA

When January – February
3 x Exams

January – February
2 x Exams

Nov – Dec
1 x 6hr 
Exam

Jan – Feb
2 x Exams



Tier of entry Year 11 

Tiers of entry 
are 

independent
to tiers sat in 

year 10. 



The revision guides purchased last year also cover year 11. 

How can I support my child best?



WJEC Blended 
Learning lessons





Educake website



Tanio 
Website







Y11 
2026

As attendance 
increases, grades 
tend to increase.



Discuss possible resits – 
if not already considered, 
identify opportunities to 
improve overall 
performance through 
resitting units.

Last year, 60% of students who resat 
improved their score, with some 
making significant gains.
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