
Year 10 GCSE Information Evening



New GCSE’s exams this year

Wave 1: First teaching from September 2025
The first set of new GCSEs began in September 2025 and will have their first awards in 
2027.
Core subjects: New combined language and literature qualifications for English and 
Cymraeg, as well as a double-award qualification for Mathematics and Numeracy.
Other subjects: Art and Design, Business, Computer Science, Drama, Food and Nutrition, 
French, Geography, German, Music, Religious Studies, and Spanish.

Wave 2: First teaching from September 2026
The second set of new GCSEs will begin in September 2026, with the first awards in 
2028.
Core subjects: New single and double-award Integrated Science qualifications. The 
existing GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics will continue to be offered for at 
least three years alongside the new options.
Other subjects: Dance, Design and Technology, Digital Media and Film, Digital 
Technology, Health and Social Care and Childcare, History, Physical Education and 
Health, and Social Studies.



Exams vs NEA

NEA = Non Examined Assessment – assessments 
completed in school under different levels of control.

The percentage of NEA contributing towards the final 
grade in many subjects has increased.

Subjects have flexibility over planning when in the two 
years of study these will take place.

Good attendance in year 10 and 11 is more important 
than ever. 



Key Dates

We will publish on the school website with key 
dates for every GCSE subject in year 10.

It will provide an overview of when we currently 
plan to run NEA’s and enter students for exams. 



Helpful links

https://qualifications.wales/regulation-
reform/reforming/national-14-16-
qualifications/national-qualifications-gcses/

https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/

https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice/

https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice-
for-parents/

https://qualifications.wales/regulation-reform/reforming/national-14-16-qualifications/national-qualifications-gcses/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/
https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice/
https://www.hawardenhigh.org.uk/revision-advice-for-parents/


Aspirational Target Grades
Are generated on the basis of a combination of:

1.) CATS test Scores Year 7
2.) MIDYIS Scores Year 9
3.) Welsh National Tests Year 9
4.) Progress in subjects across year 7, 8 and 9

Target grades can change and we can be flexible with them in consultation with 
parents, class teacher and subject leader if required



The Importance of 
Structured Revision





Revision Activities

• Mind-maps

• Key words – post-its

• Flash Cards

• Podcasts

• Family and Friends Test

• Highlight

• Chant/Rap

• Exam Questions and Mark 
Scheme

• Write your own Q’s

• Mnemonics



After a one hour memorising session:

• 10 minutes later revise the topic for 10 minutes

• 1 day later revise the topic for 5 minutes

• 1 week later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes

• 1 month later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes

• Before exams revise the topic as required.

• Each time knowledge is reinforced; it enters deeper 
into the long-term memory and becomes more stable.



Be organised/Make a timetable

• Know your topics and subtopics.

• Plan when you are going to study.

• Use short bursts.

• Timetable in exercise.

• Sit at a desk – somewhere designed for study

• Make task specific & realistic









Further information



Core Subject Information



GCSE English Language & 
Literature

Mr D Oakey
Curriculum Leader – Communications

d.oakey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.u
k

mailto:d.oakey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.uk


Made for Wales

• New qualification –
Wave 1

• Exciting blend of the 
best elements of both 
disciplines –Language 
and Literature

• Curriculum for Wales has 
prepared students for 
this new specification



GCSE English Language & Literature







Key Dates – NEAs and Exams
Assessment Preparation Assessment

Unit 2 (Essay) w.b. 1st December 2025 w.b. 8th December 2025

Unit 2 (Individual Research 
Presentation)

w.b. 26th January 2026 w.b. 2nd February 2026

Unit 3 (Essay) w.b. 8th June 2026 w.b. 15th June 2026

Unit 3 (Group Discussion) w.b. 29th June 2026 w.b. 6th July 2026

Unit 1 (Exam) 15th May 2026



Single vs Double
• WJEC offer both a single and double

award
• Both qualifications are two year

qualifications
• WJEC specify that the double award

is the most appropriate course for 
the vast majority of students

• Common units - 1, 2, 3 and 4
• Programme of study will be the 

same for all students in Year 10
• Results reviewed in summer 2026 –

opportunities to possibly move 
some students to single award



Resources
WJEC Blended 
Learning:

• Knowledge 
Organisers

• Interactive 
lessons 

English Language 
and Literature -
Educational 
Resources - WJEC

https://filter.resources.wjec.co.uk/en/s/English%20Language%20and%20Literature?qualification=mfwGcse


How can I help?

1. Encourage revision – resources are limited, so 
encourage creation of flash cards, mind-maps etc.

2. Wide-ranging reading – novels, non-fiction, graphic 
novels, articles, news etc.

3. Watching – films, news (current events), 
documentaries etc.

4. Listening – podcasts, radio, news etc.

5. Active discussions - ask questions, challenge opinions

6. Encourage research – well-informed opinions



Year 10 New GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy

Double Award  

Presentation

Mr A Jeffrey

Curriculum Leader for Mathematics



Each qualification has 2 tiers of entry.

New GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy
Double Award

Higher Tier
A*
A
B
C
D
U

Foundation Tier
C
D
E
F
G
U



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 1



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 2



GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy Unit 3



Current Plan for Entry

Year Unit Percentage of Qualification Calculator Dates for Exam

10 1 30 Yes
Tuesday 12th May 

2026

11 3 40 Yes November 2026

11 2 30 No Summer 2027

GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy 



Login example:
20OGriffin@hawarden

Website:
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk

Login password(one of these):
hawarden
hhs2020
20OGriffin@hawarden

IF NONE OF THESE WORK

PLEASE EMAIL ME 

andrew.Jeffrey@hawardenhigh.flintshire.sch.uk

GCSE Mathematics and Numeracy 



Mathematics GCSE

https://www.mathsdiy.com

https://www.mathsdiy.com/


Science Faculty
Hawarden High School

Head of faculty – Mr Anderson

Year 10 



Course GCSE Double Award Science 
2 GCSEs

GCSE Double Applied Science 
2GCSEs

Classes 10A1, 10A2, 10A3, 10B1, 10B2, 10B3 10C1, 10C2 

Year 10 

Exams sat in 
Summer  2026

Unit 1
Biology

Unit 2
Chemistry

Unit 3   
Physics

Unit 1
Biology, Chemistry & Physics

Unit 2
Biology, Chemistry & Physics 

with pre release material

45% 45%
June Exams June Exams

Year 11 

Exams sat in 
Autumn 2026 -

27

Unit 4
Biology

Unit 5
Chemistry

Unit 6
Physics

Unit 7
Practical

Jan – Feb 27

Unit 3
Biology, Chemistry 

& Physics

Unit 4
Task based 
assessment
Nov – Dec 26

Unit 5
Practical 

Jan – Feb 27

45% 10% 25% 20% 10%

May Exams NEA May Exam NEA NEA



Higher Foundation

A*
A
B
C
D
E

C
D
E
F
G

Tier of entry

• We will recommend a tier of entry (Foundation or Higher) 
based on your child’s performance from September to January.

• Teachers will review and discuss tier options with students 
throughout the year (e.g. after topic tests and mock exams).

• Students can mix Foundation and Higher units to match their 
strengths.

• Those aiming for a Grade C often perform best in Foundation 
tier exams.

• To study A Level Science, students must take the Higher tier in 
that subject in Year 11.



• Double Award - We will be in touch soon with details on how 
you can purchase a revision guide to support your child’s 
learning at home.

• Applied Science – There is no official revision guide available, 
but we will be sending out electronic revision materials 
shortly to support students’ learning and exam preparation.



WJEC Blended Learning lessons





Educake website



Tanio Website







September to February April - June
Weekly
1. Encourage regular catch-up: Support your child to complete the WJEC Blended Learning lessons to 

cover any missed work and close knowledge gaps.
2. Review class materials: Ask them to read through the PowerPoints and HTML resources available 

on the Tanio website to reinforce key content.
3. Boost recall skills: Ensure they complete Educake questions each week to strengthen their 

understanding and improve memory of key facts.

Weekly
a) Complete 1–3 past papers each week – and 

then mark and annotate them using the mark 
schemes to learn from mistakes and improve 
exam technique.

b) Review their revision materials – regularly read 
through the notes, mind maps, and flashcards
created earlier in the year.

c) Target weaker areas – use the WJEC Question 
Bank to complete extra practice questions on 
topics they find challenging.

Tests & Mocks
A. Create revision materials – such as flashcards, mind maps, and concise revision notes to support 

regular review.
B. RAG rate the unit of learning – identify where revision will have the biggest gains
C. Practice past paper questions – use the WJEC Question Bank to build confidence with exam-style 

questions and improve exam technique.




