How to get an A* in History!
It is easier than you think to get a good grade in history:
1. Learn the key facts so you can explain your answers
2. Learn how to answer the exam questions.

Essential tips: This paper is only an hour long! You need to practice answering questions fast – the biggest tip I can give you is to learn exactly what the questions want now – so you can plunge into the exam and be efficient.
WJEC say that people will get better marks if they keep adding CONTEXT to their answers. This means what was happening at the time the source was produced and who had produced it. The easiest way to do this is to think ATT (At That Time) – eg. Why would the Nazis be making promises about unemployment in 1929?
ALSO – make sure you blooming well leave 15-20 minutes for question 5. Our mock exams always show that people are losing the majority of marks because they run out of time for this question.
[image: C:\Users\115\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\8EHAF1BJ\premiere-journee-en-classe-comprehension-bdf-19[1].jpg]
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Question 1 
Question 1 will give you a source and ask you a question about the topic of the source.
This can be an easy way to get the first 6 marks! Follow this guide:
=
Your own knowledge 
+
What the source shows



[image: ]





[image: ]Have another go:
The trouble had not begun when my storm troopers attacked. Like wolves, they flung themselves in packs of eight or ten upon the enemy. After only five minutes, I hardly saw one of them who was not covered in blood. The hall looked as if a shell had struck it. Many of my supporters were being bandaged, others had to be driven away, but we had remained the masters of the situation. 
	Adolf Hitler, 1925


          





Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the role of the SA (Storm troopers) [6 marks]











Example: 
From source A, the role of the SA is shown by the quote ‘I hardly saw one of the m who was not covered in blood’.  This shows that the SA were used for violence as they had inflicted injuries upon the people in the hall.  It also says ‘many of my supporters were being bandaged…but we had remained the masters of the situation’.  This implies that the SA were a part of a brawl in support of Hitler and there was injuries on both sides but the SA had been used successfully the keep the brawl against Hitler under control.

From my own knowledge, I know that the SA was Hitler’s own private army to deal with opposition against Hitler, especially in political meetings.  They were violent ex-soldiers that were angry about the past.  They had a strong reputation to stop an uprising and where called ‘brownshirts’.  As well as this, I know that Ernst Rohm was in charge of this group of men.



















Question 2:
Exam Board feedback on the 2019 exams: Most people provided to good general description –BUT most answers lacked enough detail. MAKE SURE YOU USE A LOT OF DETAIL!
These questions ask you to describe an event. 
You need to write at least 3 paragraphs describing the main features of an event.
1. Identify
2 Give detailed explanation 
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Have another go:  Describe why Hitler was invited into power? [8 marks]
1. Identify
2 Give detailed explanation 
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Explain the situation in the 1932 elections for the Nazi Party. 
In 1932, the Nazi party (NSDAP) were gaining votes in the election.  In July 1932 the party had 37.4% of the vote which was the most out of all the political parties.  In November 1932 their votes had decreased slightly to 33.1% but they still remained the most popular party in the country.  This meant that no party could command a majority in the Reichstag.  Hitler demanded to be given the post of Chancellor as the Nazi party was the biggest party in the Reichstag.  
· Explain the lack of support for Von Papen and Hindenburg in 1932. 

Von Papen and Hindenburg were not popular as leaders.  By 1932, President Hindenburg was having to use his special emergency powers more and more and so didn’t have to consult the democratically elected Reichstag to make decisions.  Therefore by 1932 it could be said that the German democracy of the Weimar constitution had failed.    Similarly, Von Papen the previous chancellor resigned as he suggested the Weimar Constitution be abolished and Hindenburg lost all confidence in him.
· State why Hindenburg and Von Papen wanted Hitler to become chancellor of Germany. 

Consequently, Von Papen decided to team up with Hitler to create a coalition with Hitler as chancellor and Von Papen as Vice Chancellor, to avoid bringing in Communists into the parliament.   Von Papen believed he would be able to control Hitler and told Hindenburg that he would ‘Make Hitler squeak’.  On 30th January 1933, Hitler became chancellor of Germany.  He was the leader of the largest party and he had been invited to be the chancellor by the president himself and so he was elected to rule.  He was able to become chancellor through legal and democratic ways.














Question 3: What is the PURPOSE of a source?
Exam Board feedback on the 2019 exams: TOO LITTLE FOCUS ON THE CONTEXT (ATT) AND THE PURPOSE (WHAT ACTION WAS IT HOPING TO ACHIEVE?)
You need to consider 2 things:
The PURPOSE of the source is ‘why was it created’?
 What was it intended to do/ who was it aimed at/ what is it trying to say?
LINK to the CONTEXT – why was it published AT THAT TIME?
[image: Image result for purpose of a source GCSE]
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Purpose:
 What does it show?
What type of source is it?
Why was it made?
Who made it?
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What is the purpose of the source? (what does it want people to do –ATT?)
[image: ]
National Socialist poster, 1932.  The poster translates as Work, Freedom and Bread.
Purpose:
 What does it show?
What type of source is it?
Why was it made?
Who made it?









I can see from the source that the slogan says ‘Arbeit, freiheit und Brot’ which translates as work, freedom and bread.  It also says Vote ‘National Socialists’, this shows that this source is a propaganda poster to try and get votes for the Nazi Party in 1932.  It shows a man that looks like a working man looking hopeful and strong.   
It was published in 1932, when times were very difficult because it was the time after the Great Depression.  America suffered the Wall Street Crash in 1929 and recalled their short term loans from Germany to help her own economy, through the Dawes Plan.  Due to this, Germany couldn’t repay the money and so a Depression hit Germany.  The depression hit the German people hard and people lost their jobs which meant they couldn’t pay for food including bread.  Homelessness was high. 
The purpose of the source is that they were using the depression in Germany as a way to get votes from the German people.  Bread and work was hard to come by and so they used this to appeal to German workers in particular, note the image used is a German man.   
Another purpose is that the Nazi party had started to try and win votes rather than use violence and rise against the government to get into power.  Therefore they were releasing propaganda posters to persuade the German people to vote for them, in particular the German people that needed change the most as the Weimar government were doing little, the Nazi party manipulated the situation.  

Question 4:
Exam Board feedback on the 2019 exams: Too many people paraphrased (just repeated the source) rather than truly answered the question. You need to focus on CONTEXT and AUTHORSHIP. When was it written and why?
Which of the sources is more useful?
This question asks you to compare the usefulness of 2 sources and make a JUDGEMENT!
All sources are useful. A good way to remember this is to evaluate sources based on their COP. Consider this, but do not write in a COP writing frame as this will definitely limit your ability to truly answer the question.

Content: What information does it have?
Origin: Who created it? When? 
Purpose: Why was the source created? What is the aim?
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Reasons why B is useful
C
O
P
Reasons why source why A is useful
C
O
P







Overall judgement 
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Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the consequences of the Munich Putsch? Source B
Although the Nazi Party had failed to take over the government after the Munich Putsch this was not a failure. During Hitler’s trial he became a well known name in months and this even led to his autobiography becoming a best seller. Hitler won over the jury with his amazing ability to speak in front of crowds and gained lots of support. His prison sentence should have been life but he only served 9 months. 
V. Gray, British historian ‘’The Munich Putsch’, 2011. 
Source A is useful to a historian studying the consequences of the Munich Putsch.  From Source A it tells me that ‘the Party is doomed’.  This is basically saying that the Nazi Party is going to lose support and respect from the humiliating failed Putsch, which means an uprising against the Weimar government.  As well as this, the source says ‘we will all end up prison’.  This is useful because it is accurate in the consequences of the Munich putsch because many Nazi officers including Adolf Hitler ended up in prison when they were arrested after the Putsch.  Also it is limited in its coverage of the consequences because it only focuses on negative aspects due to the drama of the days after the event.
This source is written in 1923, days after the Munich Putsch and this is useful because it is a primary source that gives us an interesting account from an eye witness, a Nazi Putsch participator and so it gives us his experience of the events.   This therefore makes it useful in telling us about the consequences of the Putsch through the eyes of a Nazi member.  It also shows us the short term consequences of the Putsch due to its date close to the event.
The source is from a member of the party speaking about the Putsch.  This does impact upon the usefulness because it does not say who the Nazi man is talking too, he could be talking to the media and therefore his words could be over exaggerated to entertain the audience and gain views.  As well as this, as it is only days after the Putsch it is difficult for the Nazi man to actually know what the after effects of the Putsch would be as the trial had not even started.
Source B is also useful to a historian studying the consequences of the Munich Putsch.  From Source B it tells me that ‘he only served 9 months’, talking about Hitler’s prison sentence which he and many other Nazi officers served for treason against the country.  This is useful because it is accurate as he did serve this term.  I do know though that Hitler served this term in luxurious circumstances with relative freedom and good treatment.  The source also tells me that Hitler ‘gained lots of support’ and ‘his autobiography became a big seller’.  This is useful because it shows us that there were positive consequences to the Munich Putsch as well as negative aspects such as their prison sentences.  Adolf Hitler gained great support by using the media to gain attention and rally support, he used his enthusiasm and defended himself in court in order to look like a martyr for his cause.
The source is written in 2011 by V. Gray and is a book called ‘The Munich Putsch’.  The date is useful to a degree because it is by a historian who will have researched the consequences of the Putsch to great detail. 
The book is titled ‘Munich Putsch’ and so the title does not offer or suggest great drama and so I would suggest that the audience would be historians, students and those interested in history or the subject.  Therefore I would say that the content is not biased and is mainly based on fact.  It is therefore useful in gaining factual insight into the Putsch after the events, showing long term consequences.
Overall, both sources are useful in studying the Putsch.  Source A offers a primary source eye witness account which shows the feelings of a Nazi member involved in the Putsch although the lack of detail of who they are talking too does limit its use.  Source B is very useful because it shows good research and facts and gives long term consequences of the Munich Putsch.

Source A
‘We have failed to take over the Weimar Government!!!! This plan should have worked, we have been betrayed by our own people and outnumbered by the army. This is outrageous, the people need a strong leader. The Nazi Party is doomed. We will end up in prison!’.
Member of the Nazi Party, speaking about the Munich Putsch, 1923 (day after the event). 
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This question is asking you to write an essay. You should aim to fill the space given and possibly go on to the additional pages. 
Exam Board feedback on the 2019 exams: MOST PEOPLE RAN OUT OF TIME TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION WELL. YOU NEED TO GIVE YOURSELF AT LEAST 15 MINS (I WOULD RECOMMEND 20 IF YOU CAN) TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION!!!!!!!! IT CARRIES THE MOST MARKS ON THE PAPER!!
You need to include: Both sides of the argument 
A range of factors/different groups that are involved. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You need to make sure you include a good range of information. It might look something like this:
Group 1: Women, unemployed, trade unionists etc
Briefly, how did life change for them under the Nazis?
Did this improve their lives?
Did this worsen their lives?







Group 2:
Briefly, how did life change for them under the Nazis?
Did this improve their lives?
Did this worsen their lives?









Group 3:
Briefly, how did life change for them under the Nazis?
Did this improve their lives?
Did this worsen their lives?
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Women’s lives in Germany changed exponentially under the leadership of the Nazi Party. Professional women were forced to abandon their vocations and adopt a domesticated role at home. The Nazi policy of Kinder, Kuche, Kirche encouraged women to play an active role in boosting Germany’s population by rearing large families and raising their children with the ideals of Nazism. 
Some women welcomed the way that the Nazi Party sought to change their lives. They embraced their maternal instincts, taking marriage loans from the government and reared large families to receive their Nazi motherhood medals and 
For many women, the Nazis changed their lives for the worse. Those who had dedicated their lives to professions in law, medicine and education now found themselves unable to practice in these professions thanks to an Act of Parliament proclaimed in 1935. Moreover, women in Weimar Germany lived relatively liberal lives and many enjoyed wearing make-up modelling themselves on the latest fashions from the USA and smoking. Nazi ideology discouraged women from living such lives and they were now expected to wear modest make up, traditional simplistic clothing and refrain from drinking alcohol and smoking cigarettes.
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MARK SCHEME
UNIT 2: HISTORY WITH A EUROPEAN / WORLD FOCUS
2C. GERMANY IN TRANSITION, 1919-1939

Question 1

Mark allocation: A07 A02 A03 A04

3 4 2

Question:  Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the
role of the SA. 61

AGT 4 marks AG3 2 marks

Demonstrates detailed Accurate analysis of the source
understanding of the key ithin its historical context.
feature in the question.

Demonstrates some analysed through
understanding of the key reference to its content only.
feature in the question.

Use 0 for incorrect or irelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The source shows an example of how the Nazi parailiery wing were utiised; thousands
attended parades and party rallies ; the brown shirts were led by Emst Rohm and were a
huge organisation; they took part in marches and displays across Germany; intimidated
opponents such as Communists and Socialists; disrupted meetings of opposing parties; the
source clearly demonstrates how the SA were a visible part of the power of the Nazi party on
public display, in this case in Berlin during a period of considerable poltical and social
instability for the Weimar Republic.
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1. Identify

2 Give detailed explanation
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QUESTION 2

This question is about the Nazi consolidation of power.

Describe what happened during the Night of the Long Knives.

[24 x answer lines]

15/05/2018
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Question 2
Mark allocation: AOT AOZ A03 A04
] 8

Question:  Desci
Ki

e what happened during the Night of the Long
es. 81

Band descriptors and mark allocations

AOT 8 marks

BAND 3 | Demonstrates detailed knowledge to fully describe the issue set within the | 68
appropriate historical context.

BAND 2 | Demonstrates knowledge to partially describe the issue. 35

BAND 1 | Demonstrates limited knowledge to describe the issue. 1z

Use 0 for incorrect or irelevant answers.
Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The Night of the Long Knives happened in June 1934; it was Hitler's purging of his political
and military rivals, mostly in the SA; the main target was Emst Rohm, head of the SA; Rohm
and the main leaders of the SA were shot by members of the SS; Hitler also used the
opportunity to silence other critics and rivals such as von Schleicher and Gregor Strasser;
about 400 people were murdered in total.
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Mbre about ‘PURPOSE’:

Type of Source PURPOSE

Propaganda poster/ speech To persuade

Cartoons To put a message across
British school text book Generally neutral

Nazi school text book To mislead/ promote Hitler
British historian Uncover the truth

*Remember to think carefully about WHO is saying it
(ORIGIN) - are they for or against what they are talking
about and why?
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QUESTION 3
This question is about the Nazi use of terror and persuasion.

Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source B
. f
A Nazi poster from the mid-1930s. The caption says
Hitler is building. Help him. Buy German goods.]
What was the purpose of Source B? 8

[Use details from Source B and your own knowledge and understanding of the historical
context to answer the question.]

124 v answer lines]
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Mark allocation: AOT A02

AO3

y

4

Question:

What was the purpose of Source B?

Band descriptors and mark allocations

AGT 4 marks

AG3 4 marks

Demonstrates very detailed
understanding of the
historical context.

The purpose of the source is fully
analysed and evaluated. A
substantiated judgement
regarding purpose is reached.

Demonstrates some
understanding of the
historical context.

The purpose of the source is

ly analysed and evaluated.
A judgement regarding purpose is
reached.

Demonstrates only basic
understanding of the

Answer mainly describes o
paraphrases the source material

historical context.

Use 0 for incorrect or irelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

The source is an example of a Nazi propaganda poster from the mid - 1930s; its main purpose is
to encourage the German people info supporting Nazi economic policies; the poster depicts an
Aryan man labouring on the construction of a wal, a metaphor for the reconstruction of Germany
under the Nazis; the pastoral background is typical of how the Nazis mixed tradtion with
modemity; this poster was produced during the development of the Nezi policy of autarky and
was deigned to create a sense of togethemness in the German nation; the poster has racial
undertones and is a somewhat idealised depiction of not only the Aryan race, but of the atavistic
nature of Nazism; the source was published during a period of Nazification; it focuses on the

role of Hiler as the afiving force behind the rebuilding of Germany.
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QUESTION 4
This question is about the recovery of Weimar.
Study the sources below and then answer the question which follows.

Source C

Three million people lack work. The government work to conceal the misery. They speak of
silver linings. Things are getting better for them and worse for us. Only the complete collapse
of our people can follow from these imesponsible policies.

[Joseph Goebbels, a member of the Nazi Party, writing in a pamphlet called
We Demand, published in 1927]

Source D

The economic position is only flourishing on the surface. Germany s in fact dancing on a
volcano. If the short-term loans are called in by America, a large section of our economy
would collapse.

[Gustav Stresemann, the German Foreign Minister, in a speech given to
the League of Nations (September 1929)]

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the economy of the Weimar
Republic? (121

[You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and
understanding of the historical context.]

[36 x answer lines]
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Question:  Which of the sources is more useful to an historian
studying the economy of the Weimar Republic? 2]

Band descriptors and mark allocations

ACT 6 marks AC3 6 marks
BAND3 | Demonstrates 56 | BAND 3 | The relative usefuiness of the 56
detailed source material is fully analysed
understanding of the and evaluated. Analysis of the
key feature in the content and authorship of the
question. source material is undertaken to

produce a clear and well
substantiated judgement, set
within the appropriate historical
context.

BAND 2 | Demonstrates some | 34 | BAND2 | The usefulness of the source 34
understanding of the analysed and partially
key feature in the i

question. and authorship is undertaken to
reach a supported judgement, set
within the appropriate historical
context.

BAND 1 | Demonstrates imited | 1-2 | BAND 1 | Copies or paraphrases the source | 1-2
understanding of the material with little or no analysis.
key feature in the and evaluation undertaken.
question.

Use 0 for incorrect or irelevant answers.
Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

Both sources are of varied usefulness to an historian studying the economy of Weimar.
Source C is useful because it shows how Germany was struggling in 1927 three millon
were unemployed and the irresponsible government policies would lead to complete
collapse; however, the usefulness of this source is debatable as Goebbels is clearly biased
because of Nazi opposition to Weimear the title of the pamphlet suggests propaganda
purposes; candidates may note the date and argue that the Nazis were struggling to make
an impact at this time and that the claims may be exaggerated; Source D is also of some
use saying that the economic position had improved but was really only flourishing on the
surface; Germany was reliant upon loans which f called in would lead to collapse;
Stresemann’s official capacity suggests reliabilty; he displays a more profound
understanding of the German economy, despite the apparent success of the later Weimar
years; a strength of the source s that he was speaking to the League of Nations and it also
Shows the illusory nature of the recovery of the economy under Weimar; neither source is
more useful than the other but answers should be able to reach a judgement about the
varying utiity of the sources in an investigation into the economy under the Weimar
Republic.
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QUESTION 5

This question is about Nazi economic, social and racial policy.

Did the lives of all Germans improve in Nazi Germany in the 1930s? (161
Use your own knowledge and understanding of the issue to support your answer.
Mearks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar and specialist language are

allocated to this question. [}

[48 x answer lines]
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Question:  Did the lives of all Germans improve in Nazi Germany
the 1930s? [16+3]
Band descriptors and mark allocations
AOT 4marks AOZ 12 marks.

BAND 4 | Demonstrates very detailed @[ Fully analyses the key issue. 042

knowledge and understanding There will be a clear analysis of

of the key feature in the other factors and their relative

question. pact set within the appropriate
storical context.
BAND 3 | Demonstrates detailed 3| Partially analyses the key issue 79
knowledge and understanding along with a consideration of the
of the key feature in the. impact of other factors in the
question. storical context.
BAND 2 | Demonstrates some 2| Basic analysis while considering | 46
knowledge and understanding some other factors and their
of the key feature in the. impact.
question.
BAND 1 | Demonstrates ba: 7| Offers a generalised response 3
knowledge and understanding with little analysis of impact.
of the key features in the
question.

Use 0 for incorrect or irelevant answers.

Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

Answers will provide a reasoned analysis of the issue covering a broad range of factors; to a
certain extent it can be argued that in many ways the lives of Germans did improve under
the Nazis between 1933 and 1939; this argument can be developed by reference to several
factors: the improvement in the economy and the fall in unemployment brought benefits to
many; standards of living improved overall for most Germans; Germany had stable
govemment after years of political weakness; the position of the country in the world and the
reversal of Versailles brought pride to many; workers were offered incentives to serve the
state, such as via the KdF movement; many young people became involved in the Hitler
Youth and enjoyed the activities and comradeship it offered; however, in many ways this is a
very simplistic assessment which ignores many of the more negative aspects of life in
Germany under the Nazis between 1933 and 1939 the lives of many Germans deteriorated;
the position of women worsened under the principle of the 3Ks; membership of the Hitler
Youth became compulsory; education was Nazified and free thought stifled; the media and
culture was strictly controlled and people were subject to daily propaganda; workers were
controlled through the DAF; the lives of Jews deteriorated significantly and the lives of other
groups the Nazis were opposed to also worsened; candidates may conclude that the view
presented in the question is only partially correct.
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Use 0 for incorrect o irrelevant answers.
Indicative content

This content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to refer to all the material
identified below. Some of the issues to consider are:

Answers will provide a reasoned analysis of the issue covering a broad range of factors; to a
certain extent it can be argued that in many ways the lives of Germans did improve under
the Nazis between 1933 and 1939; this argument can be developed by reference to several
factors: the improvement in the economy and the fall in unemployment brought benefits to
many; standards of living improved overall for most Germans; Germany had stable
govemment after years of political weakness; the position of the country in the world and the
reversal of Versailles brought pride to many; workers were offered incentives to serve the
state, such as via the KdF movement; many young people became involved in the Hitler
Youth and enjoyed the activities and comradeship it offered; however, in many ways this is a
very simplistic assessment which ignores many of the more negative aspects of ife in
Gatmany undior the Nass between 1653 and 1639;the ves of many Germans delerioated:
the position of women worsened under the principle of the 3Ks; membership of the Hitler
Youth became compulsory; education was Nazified and free thought stifled: the media and
culture was strictly controlled and people were subject to daily propaganda; workers were
controlled through the DAF; the lives of Jews deteriorated significantly and the lives of other
groups the Nazis were opposed to also worsened; candidates may conclude that the view %

presented in the question is only partially correct.
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QUESTION 1
This question is about the end of the Weimar Republic.
Study the source below and then answer the question which follows.

Source A

A photograph showing SA members at a parade in Berln, early 1932]

Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the role of the SA. G}

[18 x answer lines]
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